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was their duty. He felt himself to have been but a tool, and one of many
tools. His deep thanks were due to the many European friends whose help had
most materially contributed to the success now realised. He remembered how,
during the month of the trying march into the Transvaal, a large number of
Europeans had met the Indian column at various points along the road and
encouraged them with sympathy and practical asristance. Potent, however,
though passive resistance was as an instrument for winning reforms—perhaps
the mightiest instrument on earth—it could not have achieved success had
the Indian community not moderated their demands to what was reasonable
and practical. This, again, was not possible until some of them were able
to see the question of Indian rights from the European standpoint*
Mr. Gandhi went on to say he had made it his aim to sec that question
with the eyes of those who had seemed to his fellow-countrymen to be doing
them an injustice; and he thought that, after long effort, he had fairly well
succeeded. As to the Bill, he would say that it was a settlement of present
difficulties. He felt that his countrymen in South Africa, after their struggle
of eight years, were entitled to a reasonable period of peace. He had been
impressed by the spirit of national and Imperial responsibility manifested in
the recent speeches on the Bill in the Union Parliament, and, if that spirit
continued, he had no doubt the Government here would be able to solve
the problems which still remained in regard to their Indian subjects. He did
not see that the peace now accomplished needed ever to be disturbed. There
would be no more influx of Indians into the country. Indentured labour had
been stopped for ever—let them thank heaven for that The Indians knew per-
fectly well which was the dominant and governing race. They aspired to no
social equality with Europeans. They felt that die path of their development
was separate. They did not even aspire to the franchise, or, if the aspiration
existed, it was with no idea of its having present effect Ultimately—in the future
—he believed his people would get the franchise if they deserved to get it, but
the matter did not belong to practical politics. All he would ask for the
Indian community was that, on the basis of the rights now conceded to them,
they should be suffered to live with dignity and honour on the soil of South
Africa.1
1 What follows is from a "special" despatch dated June 29 and published
in the issue of June 30. It was preceded by the following resum£ of a part
of Gandhiji's speech: "It had been his privilege to make life-long companions
and friends, almost brothers, in South Africa amongst the Europeans. Where
should he go to find such faithful, such noble friends, if he might say so, as
Senator Marshall Campbell. Senator Marshall Campbell had shared their
miseries and shared their sorrows; even in the thick of the struggle he had come
in order to karn, and in order to gain, and he had no doubt that anybody who
did join such a struggle did karn and did gain* It had never been a struggle of
violence. They had not used passive resistance as a we^ppu of the weak. To be

